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Now  about  the  lawn.    The  first  spring  sunshine  is  likely  to  show  up  some 
sad  truths  about  the  lawn.     It  may  need  only  a  little  spring  cleaning—  a  few  weeds 
dug  up,  a  little  re  seeding  here  and  there,  or  some  high-nitrogen  fertilizer.  _ 

But  it  may  need  spading  up  and  remaking,-  a  major  operation,  as  it  were. 
You  can  apply  the  same  rules  to  remaking  as  you  would  to  making  a  lawn  for  the 
first  time.    Whichever  treatment  your  lawn  needs,  I  hope  you'll  write  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  a  copy  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  1677-F,  Planting  and 
Care  of  Lawns,  before  you  start  working  on  your  lawn.     'That  bulletin  tells  exactly 
hoir  to  start  a  new  lawn  and  how  to  take  care  of  an  old  one.     If  you  have  a  drain- 
age or  grading  problem,  or  want  to  know  how  to  prepare  the  soil,  you'll  find  those 
points  in  the  bulletin,  too.    Even  ho w  to  get  grass  to  grow  on  slopes  and  what 
kinds  to  plant  in  different  regions. 

If  you're  making  an  entirely  new  lawn  you  may  have  some  good  fertile  topsoil 
Take  this  off  if  you  possibly  can  and  set  it  aside  while  grading  and  fertilizing, 
then  put  it  back.    If  you're  spading  up  and  remaking  a  worn-out  lawn,  you  will 
"ant  to  work  in  plenty  of  good  loam  and  good  fertilizer  before  re  seeding.  Grasses 
do  not  grow  very  well  on  heavy  clay,  and  some  sand  should  be  worked  into  a  clay 
soil.    Similarly,  if  the  soil  is  very  sandy  working  clay  into  it  will  improve  it. 
Ids  fine  thoroughly  decomposed  stable  manure  with  the  surface  soil  to  supply  the 
necessary  organic  matter.    Half  a  ton  of  fertilizer  to  a  thousand  square  feet  of 
lavrn  is  about  right.     Try  to  get  manure  that  is  free  from  weed  seeds. 


Line  is  not  considered  a  gooc1  top  dressing  for  a  lawn.     It  is  not  a  fer- 
tilizer Mid  mry  encourage  weeds.    Use  line  to  correct  acid  or  sour  soil. 

To  have  a  really  fine  lawn,  you  will  need  to  start  2  or  3  weeks  "before  the 
rest  frrorable  time  for  sowing  seed  in  your  part  of  the  country.     The  plant 
specialists  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  say  that  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
United  States,  lawns  should  he  started  in  the  fall,  because  weeds  are  more  trouble 
aone  in  the  springtime.    And  hot  weather  may  catch  up  with  the  growing  grass  befoi 
it  is  well  started.    But  the  specialists  offer  this  encouragement  to  those  who 
failed  to  start  a  lawn  last  fall:  with  proper  preparation  of  the  soil  as  we  have 
just  described  it,  and  constant  care,  a  spring-planted  lawn  can  be  successful. 
And  in  the  southern  part  of  the  country,  where  the  less  hardy  grasses  grow,  the 
lairn  generally  does  best  when  planted  in    the  spring. 

Do  your  "best  to  make  a  good  seed  bed.    Pulverise  the  surface  finely.  T7ater 
It  thoroughly,  before  you  sow  the  seed,  and  rake  it  occasionally  to  kill  any  weed 
seeds  that  may  have  started.    Even  if  you  have  already  mixed  manure  or  other  ferti 
liter  with  the  soil  during  grading  and  leveling,  it  is  just  as  well  to  insure  an 
Barly,  vigorous  growth  of  grass  by  giving  the  seed  bed  a  liberal  application  of 
the  three  most  generally  needed  plant  foods-  nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and  potassium. 
Botteaeal,  cottonseed  meal,  sewage  sludge  or  poultry  manure  will  give  excellent 
rcsUts  if  used  on  the  seed  bed.    As  to  the  amount  to  use,  the  lawn  bulletin  sug- 
-sts  40  to  50  pounds  thoroughly  worked  into  each  thousand  square  feet  of  lawn. 

Now  for  seeding.     The  well-prepared  soil  is  half  the  battle  for  a  good 
thick  stand  of  grass.     The  other  half  is  good  seed,  of  guaranteed  purity  and  high 
gemination.    Poor  seed  is  poor  economy,  end  it  doesn't  take  much  seed  for  an 
ordinary  home  lawn.     But  seed  heavily  to  insure  a  thick  growth  of  grass  and  help 
koep  the  weeds  in  check. 

The  amount  of  seed  to  sow  depends  on  the  kind  and  that  amount  is  stated  on 
package*    To  get  an  even  distribution  of  seed,  experienced  gardeners  broadcast 
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half  the  seed  each  vetf  of  the  lawn.    After  they  sow  the  seed,  they  rake  the  ground 
li-i-.tly  and  roll  it.     If  the  soil  gets  at  all  dry,  they  sprinkle  it.    An  experi- 
enced lavm  maker  never  allows  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  get  dry  until  the  seed- 

lings  are  well  rooted. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country  the  quickest  way  to  grow  a  lawn  is  by  "vege- 
tative planting".    That  is,  by  setting  out  closely  spaced  runners  or  stolons  of 
Let-growing  grasses  like  creeping  bent,  Bermuda  grass,  centipede,  or  St.  Augus- 
tine grr.se.    Sodding,  of  course,  is  like  rolling  out  a  magic  carpet  of  turf 
already  grown,  to  cover  the  hare  ground.     It  is  a  method  much  used  in  real  estate 
developments.    But  for  success  in  either  sodding  or  vegetative  planting,  you  need 
to  prepare  the  ground  beforehand  as  carefully  as  you  do  for  seeding. 

As  to  what  kind  of  grass  to  plant:  the  bulletin  on  planting  and  care  of 
lawns  tells  the  kinds  that  do  well  in  each  of  the  main  regions  of  the  United 
States,  so  we  won't  go  into  that  in  detail.    Generally  speaking,  where  the  soil 
is  acid,  as  in  New  York  State,  New  England,  or  along  the  Pacific  coast  of  Oregon, 
Washington,  or  northern  California,  bent  grasses  do  best.    Kentucky  blue  grass, 
is  considered  superior  over  most  of  the  northern  region,  and  Bermuda  grass  is  first 
choice  for  the  south  central  states.     In  Florida  and  along    the  Gulf  Coast,  carpet 
grass,  Bermuda  grass,  centipede  and  St.  Augustine  grass  make  the  best  lawns. 

ffater  a  lavrn    infrequently,  but  thoroughly,  socking  the  ground  to  encourage 
a  deeper,  stronger  root  system.     Sprinkling  lightly  every  dry  encourages  weeds. 
The  Bureau,  of  Plant  Industry  says  not  to  cut  grass  very  close  and  net  to  rake  off 
the  cutti-cs  mless  they  spoil  the  appearance  of  the  lawn.    In  midsummer,  set  the 
"ov:er  1-1 /C1  inches  or  more  above  the  grass. 

Ton1 11  find"  many  other  little  pointers  on  lawn  management  in  that  bulletin 
on  Plant:  •-  .      c-.-v  ..     L.cr/r.s,-  ITo.  1677-P.    You  can  get  a  free  copy  by  writing 
to  the  "J.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture . 
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